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ASU Baseball 2006
THE TRADITION
CONTINUES
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There comes a time in a little boy’s life when
baseball is introduced to him. Thus begins the

long journey for those meant to play the game at
a higher level, for those who love the game so

much they strive to be a part of its history. 
Sun Devil Baseball!

NCAA NATIONAL CHAMPIONS: 1965, 1967, 1969, 1977, 1981

CWS APPEARANCES: 1964, 1965, 1967, 1969, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1976,
1977, 1978, 1981, 1983, 1984, 1987, 1988, 1993, 1994, 1998, 2005



The Arizona State University Baseball team returned to
Omaha and the College World Series in 2005 for the
19th time in school history, and what a memorable 

trip it was. 
From Jeff Larish’s record-tying three home runs against

Nebraska, to J.J. Sferra ending the ESPN “Instant Classic”
with his 11th inning bloop single, it was a remarkable run to
third place for the Sun Devils. ASU finished 3-2 in the CWS,
giving them 58 all-time wins in College World Series play,
third most in history. In addition, the 19 trips to Omaha are
the fourth most by any school. Arizona State was also well
represented on the All-College World Series team. Jeff
Larish, Travis Buck, Colin Curtis and Joey Hooft all earned
spots on the All-CWS squad.
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ASU in the 2005
College World Series
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Golden
Spikes
Award

> For the past 27 years, USA Baseball has honored the top
amateur baseball player in the country with the Golden Spikes
Award. (See winners box.) The award is presented each year
to the player who exhibits exceptional athletic ability and
exemplary sportsmanship. Past winners of this prestigious
award include current Major League Baseball stars J. D. Drew,
Pat Burrell, Jason Varitek, Jason Jennings and Mark Prior.

> Arizona State’s Bob Horner won the inaugural award in
1978 after hitting .412 with 20 doubles and 25 RBI. Oddibe
McDowell (1984) and Mike Kelly (1991) also won the award. 

> Dustin Pedroia was named one of five finalists for the 2004
Golden Spikes Award. He became the seventh all-time final-
ist from ASU, including Horner (1978), McDowell (1984),
Kelly (1990), Kelly (1991), Paul Lo Duca (1993) and Jacob
Cruz (1994). 

> With three Golden Spikes winners, ASU ranks tied for first
with Florida State and Cal State Fullerton as the schools with
the most players to have earned college baseball’s top honor.

GOLDEN SPIKES AWARD WINNERS
2005 Alex Gordon Nebraska
2004 Jered Weaver Long Beach State
2003 Rickie Weeks Southern
2002 Khalil Greene Clemson 
2001 Mark Prior Southern California
2000 Kip Bouknight South Carolina
1999 Jason Jennings Baylor 
1998 Pat Burrell Miami
1997 J.D. Drew Florida State
1996 Travis Lee San Diego State
1995 Mark Kotsay Cal State Fullerton 
1994 Jason Varitek Georgia Tech 
1993 Darren Dreifort Wichita State 
1992 Phil Nevin Cal State Fullerton 
1991 Mike Kelly Arizona State
1990 Alex Fernandez Miami-Dade South 
1989 Ben McDonald Louisiana State 
1988 Robin Ventura Oklahoma State 
1987 Jim Abbott Michigan 
1986 Mike Loynd Florida State 
1985 Will Clark Mississippi State 
1984 Oddibe McDowell Arizona State
1983 Dave Magadan Alabama 
1982 Augie Schmidt New Orleans 
1981 Mike Fuentes Florida State 
1980 Terry Francona Arizona 
1979 Tim Wallach Cal State Fullerton 
1978 Bob Horner Arizona State

ODDIBE MCDOWELL

BOB HORNER

MIKE KELLY



Travis Buck helped
Team USA to a gold
medal in the 2004
World University
Baseball Championship.

Willie Bloomquist
1998

Casey Myers
2000

Jon Switzer
2000

Dustin Pedroia
2002, 2003

Mike Esposito
2001

Jeff Larish
2003

Travis Buck
2004

> The Arizona State Baseball program ranks as one of the top collegiate programs
in the nation to produce players for the USA Baseball National Team. Since USA
Baseball began selecting players and operating an official National Team to repre-
sent the United States in 1984, ASU has had at least one player on the team in nine
different years. A total of 10 different ASU players have combined for 11 selections
to the National Team. 

> ASU’s most recent selection to the National Team, Travis Buck, helped the USA
Baseball National Team to a gold medal in the 2004 FISU World University
Baseball Championship in Tainan City, Taiwan. Buck was named a first-team
Summer All-American by Baseball America after hitting .412 (28-for-68) with two
home runs and 14 RBI. 

“Coach Murphy is one of the most outstanding college coaches in the nation. We
are certainly aware of the many quality baseball players that he has coached at
Arizona State. We are sure that he will continue the tradition of competition that
has defined Sun Devil Baseball for so many years.” 

—Paul V. Seiler, USA Baseball Executive Director/CEO

Jeff Larish and Dustin Pedroia
were teammates on the 2003
USA Baseball National Team.
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Team
USA
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Arizona State Baseball has
made a habit of going to

Omaha and the College World
Series. Since varsity baseball
started in 1959, Sun Devil 
baseball has made 19 trips to
Omaha and has won five national
championships (1965, 1967,
1969, 1977 and 1981). Each year,
the Sun Devil Baseball team is 
in the hunt for the national 
championship and looks to return
“Back Home to Omaha.”

1. ..................USC...............................................12
2. .................Texas ...............................................6
3 ............Arizona State.....................5
.....................LSU .................................................5
5. ..................Miami (Fla.).....................................4
.....................Cal State Fullerton ..........................4

ALL-TIME CWS WINS
1. ..................Texas .............................................78
2. ..................USC...............................................74
3. ...........Arizona State ...................58
4. ..................Miami (Fla.)...................................45
5. ..................Oklahoma State .............................38
.....................Stanford.........................................38

CWS APPEARANCES:
1. ..................Texas .............................................32
2. ..................USC...............................................21
.....................Miami (Fla.)...................................21
4. ..................Oklahoma State .............................19
..............Arizona State ...................19
6. ..................Florida State ..................................18

NCAA BASEBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Omaha’s Rosenblatt Stadium, home of the College World Series since 1950.

Road To Omaha
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• Arizona State has finished in the Top 12 in the
national rankings in five of the last nine years,
including last season, where they finished as high
as No. 3.

• In a ranking provided by Boydsworld.com, the web-
site dedicated to college baseball rankings and RPI, the
Arizona State Baseball program ranked No. 9 in the
nation for sustained excellence over the past three and
five years. The ranking is a direct reflection of the
strength of the recently departed recruiting class (the
three-year ranking) and the strength of the program in
general (the five-year ranking). The rankings are the
result of a system of calculations designed to properly
weigh a team’s winning percentage and strength of
schedule, while taking inter-regional play into account. 

• The Sun Devils are coming off a memorable 2005
season in which they returned to the College World
Series, earning a third place finish. In the last five
seasons, ASU has compiled a 211-98 record. 

• ASU has dominated its rivals to the south, the
University of Arizona, during the Pat Murphy era.
Dating back to 1995, ASU has combined to go 35-20
(.636) against the Wildcats.  This year the two
schools will face off in the first “Challenge at Chase,”
a game at the Arizona Diamondbacks home ballpark,
Chase Field.

• ASU’s recruiting classes have been ranked
nationally in the Top 12 in each of the past eight
years, including the class that will debut in 2006
being ranked No. 2 in the nation by Baseball
America.

• ASU has ranked in the Top Three on the west
coast in attendance in each of the last seven years,
including ranking first in 2003 and 2005 and second
in 2004. ASU was 20th nationally, averaging over
2,600 fans per game in 2005.

• ASU has hit over .300 at the plate in 34 of 47 var-
sity baseball seasons, including a string of 18

straight seasons. The Devils have combined to hit a
combined .331 during the 10 years under current
head coach Pat Murphy and has led the Pac-10 in
hitting in five of the last seven seasons. ASU has hit
.315 overall since varsity baseball started in 1959.

• ASU Baseball has had five Academic All-Americans
in the last seven years (since 1999) and ranks tied for
seventh among major Division I schools dating back
to 1995. With four first-team selections during that
stretch, ASU ranks tied for second.

• Arizona State leads all NCAA schools with 338
all-time draft picks dating back to the inception of
the MLB Amateur Draft in 1965. ASU also leads all
schools with 85 draft picks over the last 11 years.

• During ASU’s 47-year history of varsity baseball
(1959-P), 69 different players have earned All-
America honors. The program has also had 12
National Players of the Year and three Golden Spikes
Award winners. 

ASU Baseball: 

HHiissttoorryy
iinn tthhee MMaakkiinngg
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Packard Stadium at Brock Ballpark is one
of the finest college baseball facilities in
the nation and continues to receive con-

stant upgrades. In 2003, it ranked as a Top 15
college facility in a poll of college baseball
coaches around the nation. 

A new clubhouse (pictured above) was con-
structed during the 2004 season and plans are
on the table to continue the multi-phase reno-
vation of the stadium. 

ASU owns an all-time 868-251-1 record at 
Packard Stadium and is scheduled to play 32
more home games at Packard this season.

In 2003, Packard
Stadium ranked

among the Top 15
college baseball

facilities.

Batting Cage

Packard Stadium
at Brock Ballpark

ASU’S HOME FIELD ADVANTAGE
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Players Clubhouse

Players Lockers

Baseball Training Room

Coaches Office and Terrace Club

The new clubhouse at Packard Stadium at Brock Ballpark 
features one of the nicest locker rooms in college baseball. It
features 40 cherry-wood lockers that have been funded by

pledges by alumni of the baseball program. 

CWS APPEARANCES: 1964, 1965, 1967, 1969, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1976,
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Training Room

Nadine & Ed Carson Student-Athlete Center

Hobbs Family Stadium Club

The Nadine and Ed Carson Student-
Athlete Center gives Arizona State one
of the finest student-athlete centers in

the country. Located in the south end of Sun
Devil Stadium and completely renovated in
2002, the $28 million, 165,000-square-foot
Carson Center houses the entire athletic
department and allows student-athletes to
accomplish everything they need to do in a
given day—from meeting with an academic
advisor, to lifting weights, to taping and treat-
ment, to getting ready for practice—without
ever leaving the building. The Carson Student-
Athlete Center is also home to the Bill and
Judy Schaefer Sports Hall of Fame, opened in
October 2005.

Nap & Barbara
Lawrence Weight &Strength Center

Athletic 

FFaacciilliittiieess
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Arizona State University is
listed as one of this year’s
“12 Hottest and Trendiest

Colleges” in the 2004 “How to Get
into College” guide published by
Kaplan and Newsweek.

AArriizzoonnaa SSttaattee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy 

The Arizona State main campus
is located on 722 acres in the
heart of downtown Tempe and

just minutes away from the busy
nightlife of Mill Avenue. With its shady
malls, cool fountains and lush plant-
ings, Arizona State’s campus has long
been known as an “oasis in the
desert.” ASU’s main campus

offers more than 100
majors through eight

colleges, 104 bachelor’s degree
programs, 94 master’s degrees,
a highly regarded law degree
and nearly 51 doctorial degrees.
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With its spectacular
desert landscaping
and colorful sunsets,

the Valley of the Sun is home to
nearly three million people and is
the vacation destination for 10
million people annually.

The Phoenix metropolitan area boasts
over 325 days of sunshine each year
with an average temperature of a

balmy 85 degrees.

The Sporting News named
Phoenix as the fourth-best
sports city in the United

States in 2000. The Phoenix metro
area is home to pro sports teams for
baseball, football, basketball, hockey,
lacrosse and also hosts golf and
NASCAR events every year.

Life in the 

VVaalllleeyy

19 CWS APPEARANCES5-TIME NCAA CHAMPIONS
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MOST 
FIRST-TEAM 
ACADEMIC 

ALL-AMERICANS 
SINCE 1995

5—Nebraska
5—Wichita State
4—Arizona State
3—Penn State
3—Texas Tech

3—Georgia Tech
3—New Mexico
3—Notre Dame

3—Baylor

> In 2005, 23 of the 35 players on the Sun
Devil Baseball team finished the year with a
cumulative GPA of 2.5 or better.

> ASU has had five Academic All-Americans
since 1999 and ranks eighth among major
Division I baseball programs for the most
Academic All-Americans dating back to 1995.
With four first-team Academic All-Americans,
ASU ranks tied for second during that period.

> Casey Myers (1998-2001) was a two-time
Academic All-American of the Year in 2000
and 2001.

> The Arizona State athletic department ranks
11th with 17 Verizon Academic All-Americans
in the last four years.

> ASU is a Doctoral/Research-Extensive I
Institution, the highest distinction per the
prestigious Carnegie Foundation classification
system.  

> ASU Main Campus offers more than 100
majors through eight colleges, including 104
bachelor’s degree programs, 94 master’s
degrees, a highly regarded law degree and
nearly 50 doctoral degrees.  

> ASU ranks third among public universities
in the U.S. in the number of freshman
National Merit Scholars enrolling last year
(173). There are currently 444 National Merit
Scholars studying at ASU.  

> For the 10th time in 11 years, ASU has had a
student on USA Today's list of the nation's top
40 undergraduates. Since USA Today began
naming the top undergraduates in 1991, ASU
has been a leading university in the number of
students chosen for the USA Today Academic
First-Team honors (top 20 undergraduates),
currently ranking second in the country behind
Harvard. 

> ASU has been named one of the Top 25
universities and colleges for Hispanic students
in the U.S. by Hispanic Magazine. The school
was chosen for its overall excellence as an
institution.

> The university’s Honors College is at its
largest enrollment (2,700), making it the most
sought-after honors college in the country.
The Honors College ranks in the Top Eight in
the United States with students achieving
almost 100 percent acceptance rate to medical
and law schools.  

> ASU is known as a powerhouse in national
scholarship circles. Last year, a record 27 ASU
students won national competitions for elite
academic awards.   

> ASU students have impressive
records for Congressional
Goldwater Scholarships (mathe-
matics, science and engineering),
British Marshall Scholarships (aca-
demics and leadership), Truman
Scholarships (careers in public
service) and Udall Scholarships
(environmental/Native American).

> ASU ranks third among public
universities in the U.S. in the num-
ber of freshman National Merit
Scholars who enrolled last year
(173). There are currently 444
National Merit Scholars studying 
at ASU.

>In 2005, ASU Baseball earned a
team GPA of 2.8. Under Pat
Murphy, the baseball team GPA has
steadily risen.

>17 baseball players were named
Maroon and Gold Scholars for Fall
2005, meaning they earned at least
a 3.0 GPA.

1976: Brandt Humphry
1982:  Alvin Davis
1991: Jim Henderson
1999: Mark Ernster

Casey Myers
Willie Bloomquist

2000:  Casey Myers (Academic All-American of the Year)
2001:  Casey Myers (Academic All-American of the Year)

ACADEMIC ALL-PAC-10 UNDER PAT MURPHY
2005: Travis Buck, Erik Averill, Tuffy Gosewisch (2nd), Ty Marotz (2nd), Seth Dhaenens 

(HM), Joe Persichina (HM), Eric Williams (HM)
2004: Ryan McKenna , Garrett Schoenberger, Tuffy Gosewisch (2nd), Erik Averill (2nd)
2003: Tuffy Gosewisch (HM), Bryce Kartler (HM), Nick Walsh (HM)
2002: Ryan McKenna (2nd), Cesar Castillo (2nd), Aaron Klusman (2nd)
2001: Jon Switzer, Casey Myers, Ty Johnson, Jeff Phelps (2nd)
2000: Jon Switzer, Jeff Phelps, Casey Myers
1999: Andrew Beinbrink, Willie Bloomquist, Mark Ernster, Casey Myers, Jeff Phelps (2nd)
1998: Willie Bloomquist, Jay Gehrke (2nd), Greg Halvorson (2nd), Richy Leon (2nd)
1997: Phill Lowery, Dan McKinley, Greg Halvorson (2nd), Richy Leon (2nd), Kevin Tommasini (2nd)
1996: Kevin Tommasini (2nd)

SUN DEVIL BASEBALL’S
ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICANS

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
RANKED IN THE TOP 25
NATIONALLY—
PAST 4 YEARS

Architecture—Architecture,
Interior Design 
WP Carey School of Business—
Undergraduate studies, The
Supply Chain
Management/Logistics,
Accountancy, Information
Management, Computer
Information Systems, General
Management, Management
Information Systems, Business:
Productions/Operations 
College of Education—Top 20
graduate programs in Educational
Psychology, Education Policy,
Curriculum & Instruction, Higher
Education Administration. This is
significant as over 100 faculty
members in the college of educa-
tion are responsible for adminis-
tering both the undergraduate and
graduate programs. (Criteria used
to rank include administration of
teacher preparation program for
undergrads.)
Engineering and Applied
Sciences—
Bioengineering/Biomedical
Engineering, Computer
Engineering,
Industrial/Manufacturing
College of Fine Arts—Dance,
Master of Fine Arts, Printmaking,
Ceramics, Theatre for Youth, Art
Education, School of Music,
Playwriting, Photography
College of Liberal Arts—
Chemistry, Exercise Science,
Geology, Religious Studies,
Speech and Hearing Sciences and
Zoology
College of Public Programs—
Radio/Television Studies
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Bobby Winkles (1959-1971)
Arizona State’s first varsity baseball coach, Bobby Winkles laid the
foundation for the legacy that has become Sun Devil Baseball. He
guided the Sun Devils to a 524-173 record during his 13 years in
Tempe, including three College World Series titles (1965, 1967,
1969). He was named the 1965 and 1969 NCAA Coach of the Year
and The Sporting News Coach of the Year in 1965, 1967 and 1969.
After leaving ASU, Winkles managed four years in the major
leagues with the California Angels and the Oakland Athletics. He
was inducted into the ABCA Collegiate Baseball Hall of Fame in
1997. Winkles coached several great players while he was at the
helm of the Sun Devils, including Rick Monday (No. 1 overall pick
in 1965 MLB Draft), Hall of Famer Reggie Jackson, Paul Ray
Powell, Sterling Slaughter and Larry Gura. His No. 1 jersey is hon-
ored at Packard Stadium where the field is named in his honor.

Jim Brock (1972-1994)
Arizona State’s second of only three varsity baseball coaches
during the varsity history of the program, Jim Brock coached
the Sun Devil nine from 1972-1994. He recorded a 1,100-440
(.714) record during his 23-year coaching career at ASU. He led
ASU to 13 College World Series appearances, including winning
a pair of national championships in 1977 and 1981. Brock bat-
tled cancer throughout the 1994 season and passed away just
days after the College World Series that year. Brock coached a
handful of Sun Devil legends, including first-round draft picks
Eddie Bane, Floyd Bannister, Bob Horner, Hubie Brooks, Oddibe
McDowell, Barry Bonds and Mike Kelly. All three of ASU’s
Golden Spikes Award winners (Horner, McDowell, Kelly) played
under Brock. He was inducted into the ABCA Collegiate Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1998. He was the 1977 and 1981 NCAA Coach
of the Year, the 1984 The Sporting News Coach of the Year and
the 1988 Baseball America Coach of the Year. Additionally, he
was a five-time winner of the Pac-10 Coach of the Year award
(1981, ‘82, ‘84, ‘88, ‘93). His No. 33 jersey is honored at
Packard Stadium. Bobby Winkles Field-Packard Stadium at
Brock Ballpark was dedicated to the late Dr. Brock in 2006.

Arizona State Baseball
Coaching
Legends

JIM BROCK
1,100-440 (1972-94)

BOBBY WINKLES
524-173 (1959-71)


